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M inutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Trustees  
September 26, 2007 

Don Riggio School Multiuse Room 

 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER OF OPEN SESSION 
The regular meeting of the Lincoln USD Board of Trustees was called to order in the Don Riggio School 
multiuse room on Wednesday, September 26, 2007, 6:11 p.m. The Board adjourned to closed session in 
the staff lounge to discuss the fol lowing:  
 

a. Publ i c Employee Discipl ine, Dismissal , Release 
 
b. Conference Wi th Labor Negot iator 

Agency Negotiator: Tom Uslan 
Employee Organizations: CSEA and LUTA 

 
c. Student Matters     

(1) Expulsion of Students 
(2) Readmission/Admission of Students 

 
 

ROLL CALL/ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM  
 
Trustees Present  
Susan Lenz, President 
Paul Canepa, Vice President/Clerk 
Everett Low, Member 
Ted Bestolarides, Member  
 
Lange Luntao, Student Member 
 
Trustee Andal was out of town on business. 
 
 
Administrators Present 
Steve Lowder, Superintendent George Anzo Kirk Nicholas 
Tom Uslan Maureen Oechel Bob Bordner 
Janet Petsche Katey Talbot Suzanne Fagundes 
Lisa Walker Phyllis Kahl Shane Conklin 
Joan Calonico Pam Warman Denise Trinchera 
Debbi Holmerud April Scott Scott Denero 
Joseph Hancock Tara Bell Cheryl Cain 
Scott Tatum Kelly Sandstrom Donna Deutscher 
Nancy Martin   

    
  
Others Signing In 
Jennifer Burnett Fred Cochran Becki Conner 
Terri Bailey Leslie Ginn Barry O’Regan 
Dottie Walters Kelly Lam Roland Swift 
Marg Bridges Leah Cash Lovely Cash 
M. Sombor Dawn Molgaard Stan Vincent 
Lynne Kamaiopili Sargon Yousef Gloria Carrasco 
Janet Olmstead, LUTA Kathie Magellan Randy Sisco 
Esseim Sharma S. Sharma R. Sharma 
Andrew Turcotte John Lenz Danny Enright 
S. Holland Michael Tutt Gwendolyn Elder 
Mary Thorne Donald Ruhstaller Karyn Johnson 
Cassie McLemore Judy Kadotani Wanda Pardini 
S. Davis Ed Betos Terri Thompson-Lobb 
Cydney Lobb Bianca Sievers John Epler 
Arnold Baker Shelley Spessard John Bradbury 
Judy Gong Jan Taylor Donna Smith 
Belinda Griffin Jeri Kroplin Amy Miller 
Debbie Hernandez Sharon McKay Jessie Hernandez 
Kelsey Natsuhara Karen Natsuhara Jerrell Croskrey 
Kristen Messer Blake Lewis Stephanie McKinley 
Matt Meyer 
  



Lincoln Unified School  District Board of Trustees 
Mi nutes of the Regular Meeting of September 26, 2007 

 

2 

At 7:45 p.m., the Board reconvened in open session, conducted roll call, established a quorum, affirmed 
that the agenda had been posted according to law, and conducted a flag salute. President Lenz thanked 
Don Riggio teacher Chris Anderson and the Don Riggio band for providing music this evening. 
 
1.  COM M UNICATIONS 

 
 1.1 Wel come to Don Riggio School  

Principal Joan Calonico welcomed the Board to Don Riggio School and introduced Don 
Riggio staff members, thanking them for the work they’ve done to help students improve 
their test scores. Mrs. Calonico then introduced the Don Riggio Sound and Lights Crew, 
who work under the direction of teacher Laurie Slatkin. The students gave a 
demonstration of the sound and light equipment. 

 
 1.2 Awarding of Di plomas to 2007 Summer School  Graduates— Lenz 

Summer school principals Scott Denero and Joseph Hancock, Lincoln High School 
principal Debbi Holmerud, and Alternative Education principal Phyllis Kahl verified that 
the below-named students fulfilled their graduation requirements as set forth by the 
Lincoln Unified School District Board of Trustees. Scott Denero read the names of 
students while Principals Holmerud and Kahl assisted Board President Lenz, trustees, 
and Superintendent Lowder in presenting diplomas to students. 
 
 Brandon Baker * 
 Serena Gianelli * 
 Remy Jordan  
 Courtney Lopez * 
 Tatiana Lutz  
 David Mayfield * 
 Kenneth McCoy 
 Patrick Munaro  
 Matthew Spice  
 Courtney Wagenman *  
 

*Attended ceremony 
 

Following the presentation of diplomas, President Lenz asked fellow Board members, 
administrators, and the audience to stand and congratulate the graduates with applause. 
President Lenz called for a break and invited the Board and guests to move to the library 
to attend a reception in the graduates’ honor. 
 
The Board reconvened after a ten-minute break. 
 

1.3 2007 Pfizer-Solut ia Award For Excel lence In ResearchÑ Lenz 
President Lenz and Superintendent Lowder presented the 2007 Pfizer-Solutia Award For 
Excellence In Research to Lincoln High School student Esseim Sharma. 

 
Established in 1999, the STARS Program enables outstanding rising junior or senior 
students who show significant promise in science to attend an area research institution 
for six weeks. These students conduct research with outstanding faculty in a one-to-one 
environment.  Classes and research are conducted using the facilities of the Donald 
Danforth Plant Science Center, Saint Louis University, Washington University, and the 
host institution UM-St. Louis. The laboratory research is augmented by seminars 
presented by noted scientists from the research, educational, and corporate facilities in St. 
Louis.  To complete the program, each student must present a scholarly paper based on 
their research findings. Upon completion of the program, the students are commended 
Pfizer-Solutia Research Scholars. 

 
This year seventy-two high school juniors and seniors representing thirty-one different 
high schools participated. Each student’s research paper was assigned to a research 
category depending on the student's area of study.  Papers were reviewed and judged 
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anonymously using the following criteria: (1) difficulty and complexity of the research, 
(2) appropriateness of the research methodology, (3) findings, (4) quality of writing, and 
(5) overall quality of the research process. 

 
The Solutia Award for Excellance in Research was awarded to Esseim Sharma.  His 
award certificate reads as follows:  Partnerships of Universit ies, Solutia Award for Excellence 
in Research.  In recognition of outstanding research accomplishments during the Pfizer-Solutia 
STARS Program, Solutia Inc. presents this certificate of achievement to Esseim Sharma.  Signed 
Fr. Lawrence H. Biondi, President Saint Louis University, Dr. Mark S. Wrighton, Chancellor, 
Washington University, Dr. Tom George, Chancellor, UM-St. Louis, and Mr. Jeff Quinn, 
President, Solutia Inc.  

 
 1.4 Trustee and Superintendent  ReportsÑ Lenz 

Student Trustee Luntao reported on this year’s first InterSchool Council meeting. The 
council discussed a number of concerns and projects and selected a year-long focus on 
developing a district-wide recycling program. Trustee Bestolarides would like members 
of the council to make a presentation to the Board regarding their project. 
 
Trustee Canepa said that he was impressed with the Sierra Middle School Back-to-School 
Night. It was eventful and well done.  
 
Trustee Low reported that he visited the new Mable Barron multiuse room and invited 
others to tour this new facility. He visited classes at Don Riggio School and found 
students to be engaged. Trustee Low added that he would like anyone caught for tagging 
or doing graffiti  to be recommended for expulsion. 
 
President Lenz welcomed the AP American Government class to tonight’s meeting. She 
reported on her tour of the new Lincoln High gym and invited all to attend the Gym 
Open House, which will be held in late October or early November. 
 
Superintendent Lowder congratulated Lincoln High senior Matt Myers, who is one of the 
top fifty high school students in the United States recruited to play college-level football. 
Matt will enroll in the University of Southern California in January.  Dr. Lowder also 
thanked Lange Luntao for the exceptional work he has already done as student trustee. 

 
2.  CONSENT AGENDA 
 

By the following vote, the Board approved the consent agenda as presented.  
 

 Motion Second Ayes Noes Abstain Absent Pref Vote 
 Canepa Bestolarides 4 0  Andal Yes 

 
2.1 SUPERINTENDENTÕS CONSENT REPORT 

2.1.1 Minutes of the Special  Meet ing of September 6, 2007 and the Regular M eet ing of 
September 12, 2007Ñ Approved 

 
2.1.2 Not ice of Complet ionÐClaudia Landeen Paving Proj ectÑ Approved 

The Board of Trustees awarded the bid for the parking lot paving on                    
June 27, 2007, to Robert Burns Construction for $35,869. The filing of a Notice of 
Completion is legally required before final payment may be made to the 
contractor. The Board approved the filing of the Notice of Completion accepting 
completion of the south parking lot paving at Claudia Landeen School. 

 
 2.2 EDUCATION SERVICES CONSENT 

 

2.2.1  Study Trip RequestÑ Approved 
Sierra Middle School teacher and Leadership Advisor Allison Gadeke seeks 
permission to take approximately three student leaders from Sierra Middle and 
Lincoln High schools to the California Association of Student Leaders (CASL) 
Leadership Conference in Woodland, CA (approximately 150 miles round trip) 
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on October 1, 2007 through October 3, 2007 (Monday through Wednesday).  
There is no student cost; all expenses are to be paid for by CADA and CASL. 
 

2.2.2 Consul tant  Requests Ñ Approved  
The Board authorizes the use of consultants to provide expert professional 
advice or specialized technical or training services which are not needed on a 
continuing basis and which cannot be provided by district staff because of 
limitations of time, experience or knowledge. Tonight, consultant requests are 
brought forward for approval in the areas of Students and Professional 
Development. 
 
Approval by the Board allows use of these consultants for the 2007-08 year 
without necessitating presentation of individual consultant requests for 
approval. 
 
Academic Entertainment, Inc. will provide three assemblies, titled “Live Long 
and Prosper” each lasting approximately 45 minutes at Brookside School on 
October 4, 2007 under the direction of Principal Maureen Oechel and Susan 
Webster, PTSA President. The term of this agreement is for the one day, October 
4, 2007.  The consultant shall be paid $850 for all three assemblies. 

 
2.2.3   Agreement  wi th Opt ions in Educat ion, Inc. for Non-publ i c, Non-sectarian 

School /Agency Services Master Cont ractÑ Approved 
Options in Education, Inc. will provide 350 minutes per day of consultation for 
the 180-day regular school year and 33 extended year days, as specified in 
students’ Individual Education Plans (IEP). Lincoln Unified School District will 
pay $165 per day for 213 days for basic education program and transportation 
costs; not to exceed $35,571.  The term of this agreement is from July 1, 2007 
through June 30, 2008. 
 
The Board approved the agreement between Lincoln Unified School District and 
Options in Education, Inc. Non-public, Non-sectarian School/Agency Services 
Master Contract for the 2007-08 school year. 

 
 2.3 HUMA N RESOURCES CONSENT 

2.3.1 Employment , Resignat ions, Leaves, Rel eases, Assignments, and Other Personnel  
Mat tersÑ For information only 

 
2.3.2   Chi ld Care Paraprofessional  I  Posi t ion 

Don Riggio School no longer has a Parks and Recreation After School Program. 
This program offered fee-based childcare.  The establishment of this position will 
allow Don Riggio to offer after school care (fee-based). 
 
The Board approved the establishment of one 13.5 hours-per-week Child Care 
Paraprofessional I position under a 181-day contract. 
 

 2.4 BUSINESS SERVICES CONSENT 
2.4.1 Purchase OrdersÑ  Ratified 
 

3. PUBLIC COM MENT 
George Anzo, Director of Maintenance, Operations, Transportation, Safety & Security, relayed 
Dorsey McCowan’s thanks for the concern shown by the Lincoln Unified family regarding his 
recent illness. Dorsey is improving and looks forward to returning to work soon. 
 

4. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

4.1 Publ i c Disclosure Statement  and Tentat ive Contract  Agreement  Between the Lincoln 
Uni fied School  Dist ri ct  and the Cal i fornia School  Employees Associat ion 
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 Associate Superintendent Tom Uslan announced that the tentative agreement between 
the District and the California School Employees Association would be pulled from the 
agenda later in the meeting. The public hearing was opened nonetheless to allow the 
public the opportunity to express itself regarding this issue. The hearing was opened and 
closed without comment.  

 
4.2 Suffi ciency of Inst ruct ional  Materials, 2007-08Ñ Resol ut ion 07-28 

Associate Superintendent Janet Petsche announced that Resolution 07-28 would be 
pulled until the October 10, 2007, meeting. The public hearing was provided tonight for 
the public to comment on the Sufficiency of Instructional Materials, Resolution 07-28. Jerrell 
Croskrey said that he believed World Geography students score better when there is a 
District adopted text. There was no additional comment and so the hearing was closed. 

 
5. PRESIDENTÕS REPORT—Lenz 
 

 5.1 Announcement  of Any Reportable Act ion Taken in Closed Session 
President Lenz reported that the Board had taken no action at this time, but would 
reconvene in closed session after item 10.1 and return to open session to announce any 
action taken. 
 

 5.2 Issue:  Gi ft  ReportÑ Lenz 
By the following vote, the Board accepted the gift report as presented. President Lenz 
thanked the Lincoln Unified community for its generous donations totaling $9,123.49 in 
cash and supplies. 
 
 Motion Second Ayes Noes Abstain Absent Pref Vote 
 Canepa Low 4 0  Andal Yes 
 

6. SUPERINTENDENTÕS REPORTÑ Dr. Steve Lowder 
 

6.1 Student  Mat tersÑ Approved 
By the following vote, the Board expelled, approved, denied, or otherwise took action as 
recommended by the Administrative Hearing Panels and as amended by the Board. 
 

 Motion Second Ayes Noes Abstain Absent  
 Low Canepa 4 0  Andal 

 
 6.2 Bond Projects Update 

During each meeting, the Board and public is updated on the status of the district’s bond 
projects. Tonight, Khush Gheyara from Caldwell Flores Winters gave a quarterly 
financial update and informed the Board regarding the upcoming bond sale. 

 
7. EDUCATION SERVICES REPORT 
 

7.1 Issue:  Suffi ciency of Inst ruct ional  Materials for 2007-08Ñ Resolut ion 07-28Ñ Pulled until 
the October 10, 2007, regular meeting at the request of Associate Superintendent Petsche 

 
7.2 Issue:  Arts, M usic and PE Grant  Planning Commi t t eeÑ  Information item only Ð no action 

required 
Associate Petsche updated the Board on the progress of the Planning Committee for the 
Arts, Music, and PE Grant. 

 
8. HUMA N RESOURCES REPORT 
 

8.1 Issue: Tentat ive Contract  Agreement  Between the Dist ri ct  and the Cal i fornia School  
Employees Associat ionÑ Pulled at the request of Associate Superintendent Uslan 
 

   8.2 Issue:  Provisional  Intern Permi t  Renewals for Cert i fi cated StaffÑ Uslan 
In response to the phasing out of long-term emergency permits, the California 
Commission on Teacher Credentialing has instituted the use of the Provisional Intern 
Permit effective July 1, 2005.  It allows an employing agency to fill immediate staffing 
needs by hiring an individual who has not yet met the subject matter competency 
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requirement for an internship program.  This permit can only be requested by the 
employing agency.  The permits are issued for one year with a one-time renewal option 
and service is restricted to that employing agency.   

 
By the following vote, the Board approved the attached declaration for two Provisional 
Internship Permit Renewals for current certificated staff.  
 
 Motion Second Ayes Noes Abstain Absent Pref Vote 
 Low Canepa 4 0  Andal Yes 
 

9. BUSINESS SERVICES REPORTÑ None 
 

 
10. INFORMA TION 
 

10.1 The next regular meeting will be held October 10, 2007, in the Lincoln Elementary School 
multiuse room. 

 

At 9:05 p.m., the Board adjourned to closed session, and reconvened in open session at 9:42 p.m. 
Superintendent Lowder announced that no reportable action was taken during closed session. There 
being no further business to discuss, President Lenz adjourned the meeting at 9:44 p.m.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
Steve Lowder, Superintendent & 
Secretary to the Board Approved and entered into the proceedings 
 of the Board this 10th of October 2007. 
 
 
 
 Susan Lenz 
 Board President 
 
SL:SAL:lsw 


