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Course Overview

Art 1 is an introductory course into the arts. The goal of this class is to develop students’ abilities to create, describe, and talk about the visual world. The focus of this course will be an exploration of a variety of art experiences, including pencil drawing, painting, stippling and cross-hatching, digital collage and introductory printmaking. Accompanying the studio aspect of this class will be an introduction to Aesthetics (what is art?), Criticism (What is good art?), and Art History (What have been the pieces that influenced the evolution of art?). What is originality? What can and what has art taught us through the role of human history (focusing on the 19th and 20h century)? How are we manipulated daily by visual images? These will be a few of the questions students will develop an opinion on during the duration of this course.

Expected School-wide Learning Results (ESLRs)

After reviewing the mission, current profile, and academic standards of the school, Lincoln staff and students affirm the following vision of student achievement.  They define what all students should know, understand and be able to do by graduation.  

Productive Citizen: Producing is a must in the real world and the art world. Students will be put to the test creatively, given deadlines for which they will have to meet a set of criteria and asked to produce original works of art.




Resourceful Producer: Art is not about obvious questions with simple uniform solutions. The projects in this class will demand students to pull from multiple sources to get visual information they can communicate in a universal way.

Independent Lifelong Learner: This class’ main goal is to inspire students to be creative, visual learners, who will no longer just see the visual surface of an ad or art piece but will be able to analyze and break it apart to find or create deeper meaning.

Decision Maker: Being an artist is about being bold and learning how to defend the stances one takes. Opinion will play a huge role in this class. Students will constantly be asked questions they will have to answer by themselves and then will have to defend their opinions. 

Effective Communicator: To produce an effective art piece students must become versed in the visual language. In this course students will learn how to communicate their ideas and opinions about art and the contemporary world they live in.

Classroom Rules/Procedures

Attendance and Tardy Policy: The school’s tardy policy will be enforced to the letter. It is my firm belief that all students should be here every single day and in their seats by the tardy bell. The curriculum will move rapidly. Projects will fly by and students can easily be left behind. Missed work can and should be made up by the second day following an excused absence. 


Homework: Homework will be assigned weekly and turned in on Fridays. Homework will be used to enhance desired skills, explore and develop ideas, and research artists. Homework is to be done in the drawing pad.

Late Work: Late projects will be docked 10% per week late until the 5th week when the student will receive no higher than 50%. HW not turned in by Friday will be docked 10 percent the following Monday and accepted as 60% credit there after. 

Grading Policies


Students will be graded on Participation and attendance (5%). opening activities, quizzes and tests (Art History 15%), Homework/skill building (25%), and projects (55%). Students must turn in all projects to pass this class. They will end with a letter grade according to their earned percentage. Semester grades will be ongoing.





A
100-88%



B
87.99-78%


 



C
77.99-69%



D
68.99-60%



F
59.49 and lower


Students must produce their own original works. Taking credit for others work will not be tolerated and will be treated as plagiarism just like any other academic class.

Needed Supplies


*An 8" x 10" (or larger) hard bound/spiral bound drawing pad (Borders is the cheapest in town!)


*Pencils, erasers, paper, brushes, paint, etc. are paid for by the lab contribution.


*A $20.00 lab contribution. (One time only)

Contact Information

You may leave a non-confidential voicemail at 953-8508 or email me at  Sponte@lusd.net.  
Sincerely,

Mr. Ponte

Attachment:  Please read the attached Parent/Student Acknowledgement carefully.  Sign it and return it by _____________.

Lincoln High School 

Parent/Student Acknowledgement

2008-09

Art 1

I have received, read and understand the contents of:


•
Course Overview


•
Expectations and Rules


•
Grading Policies


•
Needed Supplies


•
Honor Code (see below)


*
Throughout the year-long survey of Art history given in this class, students will be exposed to major artworks that contain nudity. I feel as an art educator these are critical pieces to teach a well-rounded appreciation of different artists and styles of work. However, in none of these pieces is the nude figure the focus, just a way for the artist to get his/her point across to their audience.


*
I understand that this is a UC Recommended academic course and my behavior will have the same expectations as that of any other college preparatory course.
Student Name:



Student Signature:





Parent/Guardian Name:



 Signature:






Date:







Honor Code
In signing this form I declare that I understand what constitutes PLAGIARISM in this class.  Specifically, I agree that all work presented will be of my own and created solely by me, and that the consequences associated with cheating and/or plagiarizing will be an automatic “F” (zero) on that assignment, as well as disciplinary action in accordance with Lincoln High School’s policy stated in the Student Handbook.  This includes any class assignments, tests, written homework or reports.  Doing work for others is considered cheating and will be treated in the same manner as turning in work that is stolen, copied or plagiarized. 

Student Name:









Student Signature:










Date:







