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Ryan Fernandez (below) 
leads the Varsity 
Basketball team this 
season. The squad is 
abundant with juniors, 
while only having two 
seniors. PG 14
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Stealing Our’s
“We’ve been 
keeping an 
eye out,” cops 
say

Gas tank lids 
have been 
mysteriously  
opened up

People 
question if 
gas theft is 
even real

 
 
 	  
 
 	 A few weeks ago, Gabe 
Juarez walked into the LHS parking 
lot, and as he passed cars, he noticed 
that someone’s gas tank lid was open.  
    	 He continued walking and 
noticed more.
	 “There were about six or 
seven,” said Juarez, senior.
	 Juarez then got to his car and 
the gas tank lid was open; his gas was 
gone.
	 With gas prices rising 
simultaneously with the crashing 
economy, people are becoming 
desperate to find cheap gas.  
 	 Siphoning of gas is an 
example of the actions that certain 
people may feel necessary to resort to.  
 	  However, hard times do not 
justify actions such as stealing.
	 As Juarez described, several 
other cars were robbed of gas as well.
	 Emily Wood, senior, 
believes her gas was also taken.   

“I had a half tank of gas when I 
came to school, and after school 
it was almost completely empty.”   
 	 While Wood’s tank lid was 
not left open, her sudden loss of gas is 
certainly suspicious.
	 Katie Dolen, senior, described 
a similar instance.  “I was at school and 
went to lunch, and after school [my 
gas] was gone,” she said.  “The gas 
tank was actually open.”
	 Teresa Garcia, senior, has had 
her gas stolen from her dad’s vehicle 
twice, which was enough to compel 
him to put a lock on the gas lid. 
	 “I think it’s ridiculous and 
there’s no need to go around stealing 
gas from people’s cars,” said Garcia.
	 Dolen believes she saw 
more than ten tank lids ajar.   
 	 These incidents provoke the 
question of how nobody was seen 
siphoning gas out of so many cars.
	 “It takes a while to get one 
car,” said Dolen.
	 However, it’s not as easy 
as one may think to spot strangers 
in the parking lot. 	  

 	 Lincoln’s campus is 
approximately 65 acres with 
only three supervisors (one of 
which is always in study hall) and 
two campus security officers.  
 	 The parking lot itself is 
a large area with plenty of cars 
that could act as hiding places.   
 	 Also, the school is an 
open campus that is adjacent to 
many neighborhoods, making a 
potential suspect list very expansive.  
 	 Basically, the occurrences 
such as these are very hard to monitor.
	 “We’ve been keeping an eye 
out,” said a campus security officer.
	 When asked if he knew who 
might be responsible, the officer said, 
“We have no idea, but we appreciate 
any information.”
	 The gas thefts are not the 
first parking lot troubles student’s 
have encountered this year, but it 
is an issue that needs to be fixed.  
 	 While no suspects are known, 
the school encourages people to 
report any further incidents and any 
suspicious activity.

By Torie Hawn 
COPY EDITOR 

Student’s have been the victims of gas theft in the school parking lot. No one has been accused of the crime so far, according to campus security. The mysterious gas thief has 
wrecked havoc on seven unfortunate students, whose gas have been siphoned. Senior Myles Murphy (above) reacts to the gas thefts.               
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Fernandez leads young 
Varsity Basketball team 

Opinion

“ What the officers did 
to the students was 
appaling and indciative 
of the police state we 
live in” -Nick Cranston   
 		         PG 2

Entertainment

The Shoe Game with 
TheNateSoyShow

Our Editor-in-Chief Nathan 
Soy talks about what 
every shoehead wants 
this X-mas, notably the AJ 
Concord 11’s (above). PG 11

Art
Artist of the Month: 
Robert Finch, the ace 
photographer 

Robert Finch is a talented 
individual, focused on 
pursuing a  professional 
photography career.  
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Teen Morality

“We have no idea 
[concerning gas 
siphoning], but 
we appreciate any 
information,” said  
officer Mc Cowan. 

The long awaited Senior Dance is finally here! The 
dance will take place in the new gym on March. 9, from 
8p.m. to 11p.m.,
             The poll taken by The Lincolnian, and student council 
played a large role in making this decision. Most students 
looked favorably towards the Senior Dance and are willing 
to attend.

While some students are doubtful whether or not 
people will show up to the dance, senior Jordan King said, 
“I think it will be fun to spend time with just the seniors. 
Also, since it’s our last year together, I think it’s a good 
               			                 SEE DANCE, ON BACK 

Senior Dance 
happening after 
positive poll results

By Max Lim  
STAFF WRITER 
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In this issue, our Features 
double page spread will 
be about a serious subject. 
Teens today are wading in 
the waters of dangerous 
and risky behavior. This 
behavior could result in 
serious trouble, and even 
death. PG 12-13 

 
  
 
  
  People have the right to 
speak their opinion, but an 
opinion can become an issue. 

On December 
12, 2011, several adults 
protested in front of LHS. 

There were two 
protestors near the exits 
of the LHS parking lot, 
one man and one woman. 

They were 
holding enormous signs 
that showed gruesome 

images of aborted fetuses. 
One that stood out 

the most was the image 
of a dead fetus with its 
stomach ripped open, and 
its insides hanging out. 

“I do not mind people 
that want to speak their 
opinion, but I did not appreciate 
the vivid images either,” said 
senior Roberto Roa. “I did 
not eat that night.” 	

With Sierra 
Middle School next door 
and John R. Williams down 
the street, students of all 
ages saw the disturbing 

images the protesters held. 
The protestors 

handed out fliers that read 
“…And Justice For All.” 

One of the protesters 
was yelling at students if 
they walked by, asking them 
if they believed in murder. 

“The fact that they 
were showing our kids those 
disgusting images is one thing, 
but yelling at them as they tried 
to walk by is another. I am so 
mad that they did this in front 
of a school,” said Eva Blackwell, 
38.  “It is our job to teach our kids 
what an abortion is, not theirs.” 

Abortion advocates protest 
outside Lincoln high school

By Tattiana Blackwell 
STAFF WRITER 
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	 If one has ever gone to school ever, he 
knows that no work means no credit. In other 
words, a person who does no work receives a zero 
on their assignment. It’s simple. It’s basic.
	 This seemingly inherent theory is being 
challenged by some educators in some places. 
Fortunately, the key word is “some.”
	 In 2004, Douglas B. Reeves wrote an 
article named, “The Case Against the Zero,” 
which states that a grade of a zero is incredibly 
unfair and blasphemously disproportionate. 
Mathematically, if there are �ve different letter 
grades (A, B, C, D, and F) on a 100-point scale and 
each grade except F is apportioned 10 points, then 

the breakdowns would be as 
follows: 90 for an A, 80 for a 
B, 70 for a C, 60 for a D, and 
0 for an F. This leaves 60 
percent of the scale to 
a failing grade of an F. 
How unfair!
	 R e e v e s 
states that work 
done “wretchedly” 
would get a much 
higher grade, a 
D, which is 60 
points out of 
100, while work 
not completed 
or not turned in 
would receive an 
F, or 0 out of 100 
points. Does a 
poorly completed 
assignment really 
receive a D? One 
teacher told me 
that some teachers 
do and some 
teachers don’t. It 
depends purely on the 
teacher. However, most 
teachers in my experience 

give a point grade then convert it 
later to a letter grade. In other 

words, the teacher will give, 
say, a point grade of 20 out 

of 100 and turn that into 
an F, which still counts 
for 20 percent credit 
for that assignment. 
Conversely, some 
teachers may give a 
grade of D for poorly 
completed work and 
then turn that in to 
60 percent on the 
assignment. That 
same teacher may 
give a grade of an 
F to a student who 
didn’t complete his 
assignment, and 
convert that to a 0 out 
of 100.

	 Clearly, the latter 
teacher would not be 

grading fairly, which is 
Reeve’s point. However, 

all of my previous and 
current teachers and, to 

my knowledge, those of my 
friends, have given a point grade 

and converted that into a letter grade, like the 
�rst teacher. 
	 The 4-point scale is a good alternative 
to the 100-point system; that is, a scale in which 
an A is a 4, a B is a 3, and so forth. Reeves is a 
proponent of a 4-point scale, saying that a zero in 
this case is a much more fair grade than a zero on 
a 100-point scale. The system as it is at Lincoln, 
though, is not nearly bad enough to engender a 
school- or district-wide grading policy change 
such as this, especially since only a few teachers 
at Lincoln use a similar system. Shelley Landucci 
and Jeff Wright use 12-point systems in which an 
A+ is a 12, an A is an 11, and so on.
	 A 4-point scale, states Reeves, is a good 
way to motivate otherwise unmotivated students 
to do better, especially if they have been beaten 
down by consistent F grades stemming from 
incomplete assignments. There are many different 
types of students, many different circumstances, 
and many valid reasons that a student wouldn’t 
complete an assignment. Some students are 
simply unmotivated to do well, especially if doing 
half the work on a 4-point sale would earn them a 
passing grade.
	 For this reason, no system is perfect. 
Perfection is �eeting, especially when a perfect 
solution for grading would require it to work with 
masses of people. The system should stay as it is, 
and although a 0 is unfair, so is a 50.

By Kirk Fetters   
OPINION EDITOR 

�e Case Against the “Zero”

What do you 
think? Write 
a letter to the 
editor and 
it may be 
featured in the 
next issue!

State takes 
the 4-period 
minimum 
day away

A police of�cer sprays college students with pepper spray. This controversial event made the news worldwide. 
Photo coutesy of Americanspring.wordpress.com

The Blinding Truth

	 On Nov. 18, the University of California, 
Davis, became a battleground. Peaceful 
protestors had set up tents on campus; they 
were protesting rising tuition costs. Chancellor 
Linda Katehi had asked police to remove the 
protestors, but urged that violence should not 
be used unless absolutely necessary.
	 Protests about the rising cost of college 
tuition are close to home for high school students.  
Seniors are going to be 
entering the college 
environment in the 
midst of these tuition 
hikes.  To some, the 
increase in cost means 
the difference between 
being able to afford 
college and having to 
work full time.  Public 
schools are becoming 
almost as expensive as 
private schools.
	 The protesters 
refused to move when 
they were confronted. 
They peacefully sat in a  
line across a walkway, 
arms linked, to send 
the message that they 
weren’t moving. Video footage shows police 
of�cers walking around the group, and then 
walking up and down the line, pepper-spraying 
students.
	 The way the administration and the 
police handled the protest at Davis and elswhere 
is fueling the desire by many for a complete 
revolution. People don’t like not being able to 
trust their government and are complaining that 
they live in constant fear of “Big Brother.”

	 What the of�cers did to the students 
was appalling and indicative of the police state 
we live in. It’s a sad time when those whose job 
it is to protect and serve are the ones whom the 
public fears most.
	 The video footage is posted on YouTube 
and is helping to draw support for the protests. 
Initially about the rising tuition costs, which 
are supposed to increase 81% this year, the 
protests have morphed into one against police 
brutality. The protestors are still asking for the 
Chancellor to resign, and two of�cers have been 
placed on administrative leave. The calls for the 
resignation of Chancellor Katehi are in response 
to the events that transpired, and her inability to 
effectively handle the situation.
	 When Katehi publicly apologized on 
Nov. 21, she was booed offstage. She attempted 
to appeal to the crowd by saying she was in 
the same state of mind as they were, and that 
they should channel their anger elsewhere.  The 
future of Chancellor Katehi is uncertain.
	 The members of the UC Davis English 
Department even went so far as to support 
Board of the Davis Faculty Association in asking 

for the resignation 
of Chancellor Katehi.  
Furthermore, the 
English department’s 
faculty are calling for 
an end to all campus 
security on the UC 
Davis campus.  They 
feel that there should 
be no need to have 
them unless their 
presence is speci�cally 
requested.    They side 
with the students in 
asking for an end to 
the act of removing 
students forcibly from 
campus.
	 This is not a proud 
time for the United 

States. This nation was built on unity against 
a common enemy. When those in power 
change the de�nition of enemy to “anyone who 
disagrees,” the United States ceases to be based 
on unity and the common good.

By Nick Cranston   
STAFF WRITER 

“What the of�cers did 

to the students  

was appalling  
and indicative of the 

police state  we 
live in.”

- Nick Cranston

	 Rick Perry may not be ashamed of 
being a Christian, but he should be ashamed of 
his recent presidential advertisement.  The ad 
titled “Strong,” which was released on Dec. 6, 
has quickly become the most disliked video on 
YouTube with almost 650,000 dislikes – more 
than double what Rebecca Black’s “Friday” ever 
reached.  However, Black’s video has almost 11 
million views while Perry has signi�cantly less 
with 6 million. 
	 While there is absolutely nothing 
wrong with the fact that he’s a Christian – Tim 
Tebow has been praised for his strong Christian 
ties – his commercial boasting his Christian 
values is not one to be praised.
	 Perry states in this commercial:  “ You 
don’t need to be in the pew every Sunday to 
know there’s something wrong in this country 
when gays can serve openly in the military, but 
our kids can’t openly celebrate Christmas or 
pray in school.”
	 First of all, this advertisement is an 
imbecilic move on Perry’s part if not solely 
because it addresses absolutely no pressing 
political issues.  With the national government 
in trillions of dollars of debt, unemployment at 
its highest rate since the Great Depression, and 
the economy in a completely unstable decline, 
religion is certainly not the most important 
issue to discuss.  If he wants a chance at 
defeating his contenders, he needs to address 
the real issues.
	 Secondly, there is nothing wrong with 
gays serving in the military.  What difference 
does it make who is �ghting for our country?  
Someone who risks his or her life for this nation 
should be respected, not condemned for their 
sexual orientation.  In a country that promotes 
equal opportunity for all, there is no room for 
discrimination.
	 Finally, while some may rightfully 
agree that children should be allowed to pray 
or celebrate Christmas in school as long as 
they are not forcing their opinions or beliefs 
on others, it is not even slightly related to gays 
serving in the military.  The two are connected 
on no other grounds than religion. 
	 Perry also states in the video, “As 
President, I will end Obama’s war on religion.”  
Obama may be doing a lot wrong, but he has 
not declared a war on religion.  If he had, Perry 
would probably insist that gays not be allowed 
to �ght in it.
	 Rick Perry’s campaign died a long 
time ago.  He had an opportunity to carry 
his momentum into a successful campaign, 
but he failed by showing a lack of knowledge 
about this country and focusing too much 
on attacking his fellow contender and prime 
adversary, Mitt Romney. If Perry would realize 
this, maybe he would stop embarrassing 
himself.

Watch the ad for yourself at 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0PAJNntoRgA

Every spring, registration for the 
following year’s classes comes around, and for 
some this is an exciting time. Juniors who had 
taken seven periods at some point during their 
high school career had the option of taking four 
classes. Not anymore.

Students are no longer allowed to take 
only four classes their senior year. According 
to Principal Debbi Holmerud, the “four period 
day [was] not meeting the State’s minimum 
expectation for instructional minutes.” Public 
schools get their funding based on minutes 
of attendance per student. Although having 
four periods that are 55 minutes each could 
make the time requirement, only Tuesday-
Friday classes are 55 minutes long. “Monday’s 
45 minute periods caused the change,” said 
Holmerud.

Even though the schedule change is a 
misfortune the school has no control over, it is 
unfair for those seniors who now have to add a 
class to their schedule. 

The students it does affect are rather 
upset about the change. Candace Smith, senior 
said, “Seniors that are in four classes had to 
work hard to get that privileged by taking more 
classes other years.”

Damian Perez, senior, said, “I feel 
cheated out of my achievements.”

Not only does this schedule change 
upset those it affects, it also con�icts with their 
responsibilities outside of school.

Senior John William Nguyen said, “I 
took four classes so I can use the extra time to 
do homework before I go to work. Now with a 
�fth class, I would have less time for homework 
and less time for sleep.”

Although unfair to the students 
it affects, the change is actually helpful to 
some teachers, since many of the students 
who did add a class added a TA class. Tammy 
Thompson is one of the many teachers who 
bene�tted from the schedule change by getting 
extra TA’s.

Thompson said, “Some teachers have 
enough work for more than one TA,” then 
added, “I like to have extra TAs”
                The senior schedule change has 
caused mixed feelings among LHS students and 
staff. Although the schedule change is simply 
a misfortune LHS students will have to endure, 
underclassmen should be made well aware 
of it, so they aren’t misled about their future 
options.

Is Rick Perry 
really that 
“Strong”?

By Torie Hawn  
COPY EDITOR 

Read the English department’s statement 
at http://english.ucdavis.edu/.

Seniors taking 4 classes this semester 
are forced to pick up an extra class 
during their second semester

By Megan Quinlan  
STAFF WRITER 
























