Lincoln High School

SCHOOL SITE COUNCIL MINUTES

December 7, 2009

I. 
WELCOME and INTRODUCTIONS

Those Present

Parents: Rosemary Melrose, Karen Magladry, Mary Ann Chapman, Kris Sullivan, Chris Schrimpl

Students: Ali Hashemi, Daniel Wu, Ronak Patel, Lauren Fox-Humphreys, Carly Pinkerton

Staff: Debbi Holmerud, Debbie Dunne, Iris Bouchard

Teachers: Lori Thomas, Tammy Thompson, Shelly Moreira, Terry Tutupalli, Tina Lanter-Skokan
II.
ESTABLISHMENT of a QUORUM


Quorum was established according to LHS SSC Bylaws Article VI, Section 5.1.b

III.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


The minutes of the meeting held on November 2, 2009, were approved as amended.


IV.
PUBLIC COMMENT
V.
BUDGET INFORMATION

A.
Follow-up Reports 



1.   Report received

We received a follow-up report from the English department. 



2.   Reports not yet received


We are going to send an email to remind people to turn in follow up reports. Last reminder was Oct. 12




VII.
NEW BUSINESS
A. Development of 2010 School Plan

The 2010 School Plan was thoroughly discussed during the meeting We went through the various changes made. Goals from the WASC plan should be meld into the final school plan. 

Algebra is considered to be the State’s standard at 8th grade. There are 400+ 9th graders two years behind in math. This presents an opportunity for us to take initiative and motivate the children.   Elementary math teachers are being coached in mathematics through the LAMP training.  A general concern was that math is not being taught properly or to the level expected before high school because of the State Standards of requiring 8th graders to complete Algebra.  We find a number of students who face a “rude awakening” in Geometry and Algebra.  The number of students taking Algebra Honors at the high school is less because there is less incentive to take Algebra 1 Honors as a freshman, because Algebra is being taught in 8th grade. Geometry to some might seem like a better choice. We need to emphasize the value of the honors track. 


CELDT is a test that is given to all students who speak a language other than English at home. Each progressive level corresponds to a greater development of their English skills.


There is a growing concern about the number of failing grades.  27% of students had one F last year.  The year prior 20% of the students had one F.  A parent member suggested there is less guidance offered by teachers in 10th grade.  Attendance is also a major factor, as well as doing the homework.  The Academic success center attempts to improve this, but it is difficult to find incentives for students.


There have been various new changes made to improve English and Language Arts.  English department concluded that moving to an English 11 and English 12 to adopt anthologies to align to State standards.  Brain X is an online tutorial completely aligned to the exit exam to help prepare students for the exit exams. 


PIQE is the Parents’ Institute for Quality Education where parents come and learn about how to support the students.  Any student of a parent who finishes the course is guaranteed a spot in at least one CSU school as long as the child qualified. 


Some wanted counseling and student services to be mentioned in the school plan. 


Motion was made and seconded to move the amendments to the school plan.
V.
ADJOURNMENT 


Meeting was adjourned at 6:30 pm.

The Mission of Lincoln High School,

a mutually supportive community,

is to prepare each student to be a multi-skilled, well-rounded, responsible learner who,

by way of his or her uniqueness and response to the education provided here,

will productively contribute to our global community. 

We educate all students to achieve their maximum potential

and to prepare them to be responsible citizens.


