
 
 
 
 
The left page demonstrates your understanding of the  
information from the right side page.  You work with the input, and  
INTERACT with the information in creative, unique and individual 
ways.  The left side incorporates and reflects how you learn science 
as well as what you learn in science.  The left side challenges to help 
focus your attention and guide your learning of the science content 
and concepts.   
 
What goes on the Left Side?  Output goes on the left side!  Left Side items may include: 
 
Brainstorming  Metaphors and analogies Significant statements  
Discovery Headlines Venn Diagrams  Flowcharts 
Biography posters  Data and graphs you make Graphic Organizers 
Concept Maps  Analysis writing  Drawings 
Riddles   Reflection writing  Writing prompts 
Your questions  Quickwrites   Movie posters 
Pictographs   Mnemonics   Poetry 
Cartoons   Songs   Foursquare Analogies 
Quizzes   Reading Strategies  Any creative learning tool 
 

Things to Know About Left Sides 
 

 Every Left Side gets used. 
 Always use color… It helps the brain learn and organize information. 
 Quizzes and Exams are Left Side items. 
 Homework problems are left sides (but they don’t take the place of processing your notes!) 
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Questions 
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12. What’s my study 
plan to learn this 
information? 

1. Write a Science 
fiction story 

2. Paraphrase this 
information into two 
sentences 

3. Create and 
solve three 
original problems 

5. Create a visual 
illustration explaining 
this information 

6. Write a letter to 
_________ about this 
issue/topic 

9. Make vocabulary 
cartoons from this 
issue/topic 

11. What more do I want to 
learn about this topic/issue? 

10. Explain the application of 
this information to a real life 
situation 

4. Write four “What 
if…” statements about 
this topic 

8. Create a concept 
map to show the 
relationship within 
this topic 

7. Compare & 
contrast two or more 
ideas with a Venn 
diagram 



 
 
 
 
Interactive notebooks will be used in this class daily to help you  
learn and remember important scientific concepts.  Why do they  
work?  This notebook style uses both the right and left brain  
hemispheres to help you sort, categorize and remember and  
creatively interact with the new knowledge you’re gaining.  The  
more you process information the more you begin to understand 
the information.  This leads to longer retention and higher grades.   
 
What goes on the Right Side?  Input goes on the Right Side! 
Input is all the information that you are supposed to learn.  Some examples of input are:  
thrilling notes from lectures, guest speakers, text or other sources; vocabulary words; 
video and film notes; teacher questions; readings; questions and answers and sample 
problems.   
 
 Always start the page with the date and title at the top of 
the page. 
 Right sides have odd numbered pages. 
 The right page is for writing down information you are 
given in class.   
 Use Cornell style notes for lecture, discussion, text, etc.  
Write up your study questions as soon as possible. 
 Write legibly.  Use underlines and circles to make 
important information stand out.   
 Write summaries at the bottom of each page of notes to 
reduce the amount you have to study.   
 

Sample Cornell Style Notes (Without the Summary) 
Molecular Genetics Mark F. Vierkotten                                 May 11th 

Biology                                                   Period 7 
What are the four nitrogen 

bases associated with DNA?  
What about RNA? 

 
Describe what makes up 

RNA? 
 

Explain the two processes of 
Protein Synthesis and state 
the name of each process? 

 
Why does the way base pairs 

match up matter? 

DNA is a long macromolecule made of subunits known as nucleotides.  
Nucleotides consist of three things: some form of ribose sugar, a nitrogen base 
and a phosphate group.  Adenine is a nitrogen base that is always paired with 
Thymine.  Guanine is a nitrogen base that is always paired with Cytosine.  RNA 
is similar, however there is no Thymine in RNA.  In Thymine’s place is Uracil.   
Protein Synthesis 

A. RNA polymerase breaks the hydrogen bonds between the base pairs on 
the DNA 

B. TRANSCRIPTION: RNA polymerase then brings in free RNA 
nucleotides to match the bases on the DNA template strand.  (Only one 
strand of DNA gets Transcribed).   

C. The RNA strand leaves the nucleus and goes to the ribosome. 
D. TRANSLATION: At the ribosome, the RNA strand is red in three base 

pair sequences, called “codons”, and amino acids are attached together 
to form the specific protein.   
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